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We Love Autumn!
How do we love fall?  Let us count the ways – the break from summer’s heat and 
humidity; the brilliant colors of fall foliage; the taste of hot pumpkin pie and apple 
cider; the crisp autumn breeze.  No matter what you love best about fall, we are glad 
you are sharing the season with us.

Warming Your Home
Fall is officially here!  There is a chill in the air and the nights can get cold.  When 
you turn on the heat for the first time, there may be a burning smell.  Do not be 
alarmed.  It is just the unit going to work after lying dormant for so long.  Dust 
collects on the heating element and it takes just a few minutes for it to “burn off.”  
If the smell continues for an extended period or your heater doesn’t seem to be 
working, please give us a call.  We will be happy to check it out and make sure your 
home will be warm in the cold months ahead.

Creepers!
Are you seeing any creepy crawlers in your home?  If so, let us know and we’ll get 
pest control scheduled.  To keep pests away, make sure all trash is thrown away 
promptly in the provided dumpsters.

Jack-o-Lanterns
After you finish carving your pumpkin this year, we would appreciate it if you would 
consider putting a small flashlight in your jack-o-lantern instead of a candle.  Flames 
of any kind left unattended are dangerous, and leaving an open flame exposed to 
the elements for a long period is an even bigger fire hazard.  Use a flashlight or 
glowstick – no fires will be started, no fingers will be burned and your jack-o-lantern 
will be just as spooky.

Fireplace Safety
• Keep everything at a safe distance from the hearth.
• Use only dry, cured wood.  The best types are oak 

or hickory; pine has a high sap content and can 
easily start a fire outside your fireplace.

• Make sure the damper is open before lighting the 
fire.

• Keep the screen closed to prevent popping embers 
from exiting.

• NEVER leave your fire unattended.
• Don’t burn garbage or plastics, and never use a starter fluid.
• Be sure ashes are completely cooled before disposing of them.
• We recommend that you not use the popular three-hour logs.  These types 

of logs build up creosote which can cause chimney fires.
• Clean the fireplace after each use.

Smoke Detectors 
Smoke detectors save lives!  So we are asking you to never, ever disconnect 
a smoke detector!  Some people disconnect them because they don’t like the 
alarm going off when they cook.  Wouldn’t you rather the smoke detector go 
off too much than not at all?  The next time it goes off could be for serious 
reasons.  So keep the batteries in them.  If you think there is a problem with 
your detector, call the office and maintenance will come to determine if we 
need to install another one.  Remember, a periodic chirping sound simply 
indicates that the battery is getting weak, indicating the need for immediate 
replacement!  Thanks for helping us keep these lifesaving devices in tip-top 
shape. 

Stash Your 
Trash
If you drop a little trash on 
the ground, it’s not a big 
deal, right?  Wrong.  It all 
adds up.  Please take the 
time to pick up what you 
drop.  We have places for 
you to stash trash all around 
the community.  If everyone 
picks up their litter it will 
make a big difference.  Let’s 
take pride in our community.
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